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THE 
OPINION 
Vol. VII OCTOBER, 1966 No. 1 
Dean Hawkland 
Welc•es Fresh■en 
On behalf of the faculty and person­
ally I would like to welcome you to the 
Law School. You are now embarked on a 
very important mission, carrying with it 
a high degree of responsibility. As Reg­
inald Heber Smith states in his Survey 
of the Legal Profession: Its Scope, Meth• 
ocls and Oblectlves, 39 A.B.A.J. (1953), 
"Under a government of laws the lives, 
the fortunes and the freedom of the peo­
ple are wholly dependent upon the en­
forcement of their constitutional rights 
by an independent judiciary and by an 
independent Bar. 
"The legal profession is a public 
profession. Lawyers are public servants. 
They are the stewards of all the legal 
rights and obligation of all the citizens." 
In the adventure that lies ahead of 
you in this law school and later in the 
practice of , law I hope you will keep in 
mind this raison d'etre of the legal pro­
fession. 
Our goal is to impart the skills of a 
lawyer must have and simultaneously 
develop in you a passion for justice. Most 
of you . came here to learn how to make 
a living in the practice of law. We will 
not disappoint this expectation, but we 
will have failed as a law school no mat­
ter how professionally competent you 
may become. here if that is all you are 
when you graduate. We will have failed 
you, the legal profession and society if 
we fail to ignite the sptirk of a passion 
for justice which lies within us all. 
You should know that you are com-
ing to a good law school - one of the 
best in the country. Do not be deceived 
by our inadequate physical facilities. This 
is a first-rate law school and we will ex-
pect a first-rate performance from all of 
you. In turn, you have every right to ex-
pect a first-rate performance from us, 
and you will get it. 
There is no substitute for hard work 
in the law. Your success or failure as a 
law student and lawyer will depend large­
ly on the effort that you bring to bear on 
the task. I urge you to roll up your 
sleeves and work harder during the next 
three years than you have ever worked 
in your lives. If you do this you will find 
that the three years go by very quickly 
and that they will provide you with a 
bue from which you can develop into 
the outstanding lawyers that I am sure 
all of you want to be. 
W. D. Hawkland 
SBA Thanks 
Hausbeclc, Vo/leer 
The Student Bar Association would 
like to take this opportunity to thank 
those who have aided us in our effort to 
bring the J. D. degree to the SUNYAB 
Law School. Our special thanks are en­
tended to Assemblymen Julius Volker and 
Albert Hausbeck who have given us much 
needed heelp and encouragement in Al­
bany. We would also like to express our 
gratitude to those of the federal, .state, 
and local bench, and to those city and 
county officials ' who sent letters of en­
dorsement of the J . D. degree. These 
letters were all forewarded to the Board 
of Regents. 
The courtesy and kindness of tbese 
individuals is greatly appreciated by the 
law students at the State University of 
New York at Buffalo. 
ALSA Explained 
The establishment of the American 
Law Student Association's Individual 
Membership Program is undoubtedly the 
· most significant development in the or­
ganization's sixteen year history. An in­
dividual membership program to bind 
American law students into a national 
professional organization, providii\g them 
with the opportunity to demonstrate their 
interest in the future of the legal profes­
sion has been long overdue. Every pro­
fessional student organization has pro­
vided for individual membership for years 
while the ALSA lagged behind in uncus­
tomary fashion. 
Several years ago, the leaders of the 
American Law Student Association and 
many of the student bar association lead­
ers. throughout the nation came upon the 
realization that while the local student 
bar association were fully committed to 
serving the best interests of their own 
members, they were unable to undertake . 
_ certain types of beneficial programs and 
provide many desired services. While the 
need for such programs to the profes­
sional development of law students was 
recognized and their value highly appre­
ciated, the practical means and expense 
often proved to be prohibitory. 
Individual memberships in the Ameri­
can Law Student Association provides the 
answer. During this past school year (1964-
65) the number of ALSA Individual Mem­
berships totaled 7,782. 
The Individual Membership Program 
of ALSA has several major objectives, 
the prime one being to acquaint law stu­
dents with the il_nportance and value of 
organized bar participation. Another 
major objective is to provide a conveni­
ent and effective means for furnishing 
needed services to law students in their 
pre-professional years. Providing benefits 
for members is a continuing process. As 
(cont'd on page 2, col. 1) 
J. D. Degree 
Progress Report 
The Student Bar Association plans to 
continue in its effort to obtain the Juris 
Doctor degree during the coming aca­
demic year. Last June a petition of the 
students of the SUNYAB Law School, 
along with letters of endorsement from 
prominent .alumni of the school, includ­
ing members of the federal, state, and 
local bench, was sent to the Board of Re­
gents in support of the proposed confer­
ral of the Juris Doctor degree. 
At the same time, the results of the 
alumni poll were sent to the Board of Re­
gents. THE OPINION received over two 
hundred (200) replies to its questionnaire 
with about 95% of those replying indi­
cating a preference for the J . D. degree 
over the LL.B. degree. There were some 
who conditioned their preference on the 
retroactive conferral of the degree, which 
is indeed the position of the Student Bar 
Association. 
At this point, the progress of the 
Student Bar Association's campaign has 
been slightly impeded by the change in 
administration at the State University of 
New York at . Buffalo with the retirement 
of Chancellor Furnas and unexplained de­
lays in the processing of the SUNYAB 
Law School's application (for permission 
. to confer the J . D. degree) to the Board 
of Regents. However, it is hoped that 
these problems will prove of no conse­
quence and the Student Bar Association 
will be able to continue its endeavors. 
Law Wives 
Our primary purpose is one of friend­
ship stemming from our mutual experi­
ences and interests. It is this quality of 
friendship which makes our Association, 
and its activities, so successful. Proceeds 
from events such as bake sales, card par­
ties, auctions, rummage sales, and fash­
ion shows, enable us to present an an­
nual scholarship to the husband of a Law 
Wives' member. 
Regular meetings are held once each 
month usually at the home of a faculty 
wife. Mrs. Joseph Laufer, Mrs. Jacob 
Hyman , Mrs. Adolf Homburger, Mrs. 
Thomas Buergenthal, and Mrs. William 
Hawkland, who serves as honorary ad­
visor, have graciously offered their homes 
for the coming year. Besides a business 
meeting and coffee hour, Mrs. Michael 
McCarthy, program chairman, has sched­
uled educational and entertaining speak­
ers. These include Mrs. Joseph Laufer 
who will give a talk and show slides of a 
recent trip to Israel, and Mr. Fred Ren­
zoni of Old Friar Wines who will give a 
wine tasting demonstration. 
Officers, who were installed last May 
(cont'd on page 2, col. 2) 
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SBA Speakers Form Schedule 
The Student Bar Association Speaker's Committee, composed of Arthur Russ and 
David Lawler, has announced the speaker's schedule for the Fall semester. 
Negotiations for additional speakers are not complete at this time and additions 
to the schedule will be posted on the SBA bulletin board as the semester progresses. 
The present schedule includes a wide range of speakers-including the authors of three 
casebooks used at the law school - plus speakers uniquely equipped to display the 
practical side of their particular specialization. The committee is hopeful that each 
student will make it a point to take advantage of this student.financed program. 
As usual, free coffee and donuts will be served after each presentation. 
casebook. The New York Constitution• 
al Convention. 
Wed., Nov. 23 - 1 PM - J. J. Gow, Fa• 
culty of Law, University of Montreal. 
To be announced. 
Wed., Nov. 30 - 1 PM - Judeh Gribbitz, 
Regional Director of Dept. of Hous-
ing and Urban Affairs (HUD), New 
York City. Second Lecture in series: 
Life in the City - 1966. 
We,d., Dec. 7 - 1 PM -- Professor Alli­
son Dunhem, Univ. of Chicago, au­
thor of Land Transactions casebook. 
Third Lecture in Series: Life on the 
City - 1966. "Planning and Housing 
Problems in Cities." 
Wed., Dec. 14 - 1 PM - Hebert Gens, 
Sociologist, N. Y. City Project on 
Urban Education, formerly taught at 
Univ. of Pa., former Meyerson stu• 
dent. Fourth Lecture in series: Life 
in the City - -1966. 
Wed., Nov. 16 - 1 PM - Professor Jeck 
Weinstein, Columbia Univ., author 
Weinstein-Korn-Miller Civil Practice, 
LAW WIVES-(cont'd) 
at a luncheon at the Little White House 
are, Mrs. Robert Mulig, president; Mrs. 
Frank Parsons, vice-president; Mrs. Rob• 
ert Salomon, recording secretary; Mrs. 
Thomas Frank, corresponding secretary; 
and Mrs. Michael Brown, treasurer. 
Committee heads include, Mrs. Harold 
Brand, invitations; Mrs. Frank Parsons, 
decorations; Mrs. Max Schlopy, refresh• 
ments; and Mrs. William Love, publicity. 
Tentative plans for the year include 
a Christmas auction of homemade or 
store purchased items, with proceeds to 
a u g in e n t the treasury, a Spring card 
party, a bridge marathon under the direc­
tion of Mrs. David Horan, and a scotch 
doubles bowling party slated for Jan­
uary 22, 1967, at Suburban Lanes. 
In the past our dedicated group has 
been relatively small, but we are hoping 
to increaes our membership this year and 
are grateful for the exceptionally large 
Freshmen class, and also the number of 
weddings that took place during the 
summer months. We invite all wives of 
law students to join the Student Law 
Wives Association, and look forward to 
their new ideas, and active interest in 
the organization. 
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Wed., Oct. 26 - 1 PM - Norman Gold-
ferb, NLRB Supervisor. Lecturer at 
Cornell Univ. and UB. Mr. Goldfarb 
will show the film "And Women Must 
Weep" and deliver a commentary on 
it. It has been held that showing of 
this film before a representation 
dection virtually automatically re-
suits in setting aside the election. 
Wed., Nov. 2 - 1 PM - Prnldent Mer­
tin Meyenon, SUNYAB and Profes­
sor Cherin Abrems, School of Archi­
tecture, Dept. of Planning, Columbia 
Univ. First of a series of four lee• 
tures. Life in the City - 1966. 
Civil Procedure casebook, Evidence 
Q. E. D. 
As you embarked upon your career 
in law school, you no doubt have a great 
many questions and an understandable 
degree of apprehension. This should not 
be cause for alarm. As time progresses, 
you too will progress and will get into 
the so-called "groove." 
As President of the Student Bar As­
sociation, I speak for all my colleagues 
in bidding you welcome. As you heard at 
Orientation, the Student Bar Association 
is your vehicle of student government. 
We are here to represent you in your 
dealings with the faculty and your fellow 
students. · 
1 
~ide from the above, the Student 
Bar Association also administers a social 
progr ~. two student publications (THE 
OPN~~N and THE NEWSLE'ITER), plus 
various other functions too numerous to 
list here. 
You are the Student Bar Association. 
It cannot function without your help and 
cooperation. We have great plans for this 
year and you are a large part of these 
. "Great Expectations." 
On behalf of the Student Bar Asso­
ciation, I wish you the best of luck in 
the coming school year. 
· Brian H. Rhatigan 
Presiden~, Student Bar Association 
ALSA-(cont'd) 
the membership increases and the pro­
gram expands, the number of benefits 
and services will grow. 
The attractive new membership sys­
tem now provides each law student with 
the opportunity to enroll for two, three, 
or four years in one easy step and at a 
substantial savings. 
One-Year Membership Dues........$2.00 
Two-Year Membership Dues.,....$3.50 
Three-Year Membership Dues......$5.00 
Four-Year Membership Dues......$6.00 
In the very near future ALSA repre­
aentativea will be available in the First 
Floor Foyer to enroll new members.I . 
~--· 
Student-Famlty 
Discussion Groups 
Feelings among students indicate that 
the faculty is too far removed from the 
student body. Certain elements among 
the faculty agree to some extent with the 
students. 
In the past, the Student Bar Asso• 
ciation in planning its social activities 
has attempted to make place for the fa­
culty. One can look to the SBA dances, 
the Freshman Orientation social in the 
BAC, the parties in the student lounge, 
and so on. To most, if not all, of these 
functions the faculty receives a personal 
invitation. 
For reasons that remain unknown, 
these activities are frequented by only a 
small group of the faculty. It is perhaps 
this fact that has prompted the complaints 
noted above. 
One faculty member has suggested 
that the formation of discussion groups 
between the faculty and students might 
contribute to a solution. THE OPINION 
supports this proposal. 
The purpose of this proposal is to 
encourage two or three professors with 
interests in a given area to meet informal­
ly with a group of interested students to 
discuss recent cases (e.g., Mlrende case in 
the area of criminal law), recent statutes, 
and other related topics. There is no rea­
son why the discussions might not in­
clude topics of political currency such as 
civil rights, inflation, etc. 
THE OPINION pro p o s e s that in­
terested faculty members and students 
adopt a format that will allow discussion 
and debate on topics of their choosing. 
ISi .... en en......C C C
= z 0.. ~ F• )>-< •..:II m ISiz a• ISi en •:< i" :r .." en )>
-t :+ l .. ?s ...0 
•
r-
Iii 
